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Foreword
Hello and welcome to the third issue of 
the Reproductive Health Committee’s 
annual newsletter. 

In 2018/19, the Reproductive Health com-
mittee engaged policy makers from var-
ious counties to further the discourse on 
laws and policies affecting young women 
and girls’ sexual and reproductive health 
and rights (SRHR). The committee also 
launched an e-learning course on SRHR 
laws and policies in Kenya for healthcare 
providers to build their understanding 
on the need for meaningful participation 
on the law and policy reforms at national 
and county  levels in Kenya. 

I want to take this opportunity to appreci-
ate the KMA Nakuru and Coast Divisions, 
County Executives including Members of 
the County Assembly and County Exec-
utive Committee Members – Health Ser-
vices from Nakuru and Kilifi Counties, 
KELIN, KMA National Governing Council 
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and National Executive Committee, 
Planned Parenthood Global and KMA 
staff who made this year a success. 

As a committee we shall continue 
to promote sexual and reproductive 
health rights to the fullest extent of the 
law through advocacy at multiple lev-
els including policy, community, and 
service provision.

Prof. Boaz Otieno -
Nyunya, 
MBChB (UON), MMed 
(Obs-Gyn), Fell.CTR (USA); 
Fell. FAIMER (USA) 
Focal Person/Reproductive 
Health and Rights Alliance 
Project 
Convener,
KMA Reproductive Health 
Committee      

The Reproductive 
Health committee en-
gaged policy  makers 
from  various counties 
to further the discourse 

on laws and policies  
affecting young women 

and girls’ sexual and       
reproductive health and 

rights (SRHR)
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     KMA Participation in Law and 
Policy Reforms on SRHR at the 
County Level. 

The members of the Kilifi MNCH Act Taskforce reviwing the bill
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Kilifi County

In April 2018, the Kilifi Maternal and Newborn Child 
Health (MNCH) Bill that claws back on women’s sexu-
al and reproductive health and rights was passed. As 
a rapid response, KMA held a meeting with the Kilifi 
County Executive Committee member on Health Ser-
vices (CEC Health) and the Kilifi County Health Man-
agement Team (CHMT) and was co-opted to the task 
force that was leading the development of the amend-
ments to the Act. 

In June 2018, KMA Coast Division participated in two 
task force meetings that were attended by the Kilifi 
CEC Health, CHMT and Kilifi County Assembly’s Com-
mittee on Health Services (CoHS). 

KMA shared its recommendations on SRHR, which 
included clarifying abortion and the circumstances 
under which the service can be provided, clarifying 
healthcare providers allowed to provide abortion and 
other SRHR services, access to contraceptive and 
other SRHR services for minors, among others. The 
taskforce including KMA presented the proposed 
recommendations to the Kilifi CEC. These recommen-
dations have been included in the draft Kilifi Maternal 
and Newborn Child Health (Amendment) Bill

Nakuru County

In March 2018, KMA convened a meeting with the  
newly Nakuru County Assembly’s Committee on 
Health Services (CoHS) and CHMT to present the re-
vised bill in anticipation of its reintroduction to the Na-
kuru County Assembly.

Meeting with Nakuru CHMT and MCA’s on the reintroduction of 
the Nakuru MNCH Bill at Ole keen

On October 2018, KMA/RHRA convened a follow up 
meeting with members of the committee to review and 
validate the revised bill. After thorough vetting of the 
Bill the members unanimously validated. The bill is 
sponsored by the chair of the CoHS and is currently 
at its second reading at the Nakuru County Assembly

RHC Focal person taking the participants through the Nakuru 
MNCH Bill

In April 2018, the Kilifi Ma-
ternal and Newborn Child 
Health (MNCH) Bill that 
claws back on women’s 
sexual and reproductive 

health and rights was 
passed



     RHC’s participation @ the 46th KMA Annual Scientific Conference
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During the 46th KMA annual scientific con-
ference in April 2018, the RHC launched an 
ELearning Course on SRHR and bill making 

RHC panel sessions on ‘Engaging Healthcare providers on law and policy Reforms’

Forging for Partnerships

        Engagement of  KMA’s 
National Governing Council

On 30th August 2018, RHC Convenor and 
KMA’s Secretary General did participate in a 
one day conference titled ‘Towards an African                                            
Enlightenment’ hosted by Catholics For Choice in                                          
Kampala Uganda. KMA was also invited to speak 
up for  advocates and providers around the world 
by signing a petition clarifying the right for women 
and girls to access safe legal abortion services as 
well as join like-minded healthcare provides who 
formed a network called ‘Faithful Providers Network’

During the 96th KMA National Governing 
Council, meeting the RHC did highlight of 
RHC work in law and policy reforms in Nak-
uru and Kilifi Counties. The RHC presented 
the e-learning course on SRHR law and pol-
icy development at the county level that was 
validated by the members.

RHC Focal person taking the NGC members on the e-learning course

Participation on the Validation of          
the Reviewed Post Abortion Guidelines  
Pocket book
The committee also partic-
ipated in a meeting con-
vened by Ministry Of Health 
to review and validate the 
Post Abortion guidelines. 
The guidelines will be 
launched later in 2019.

processes at the national and county levels and the im-
portance of engaging healthcare providers on law and 
policy reforms.
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Implementation of  KMA’s E-learning course on SRHR and Law and 
Policy Making Processes in Kenya
KMA’s CPD accredited ELearning 
course that is available on www.law-
4medics.org was launched in April 
2018 at the KMA annual scientific 
conference. The course includes 
three modules on health and devo-

SheDecides Launch
The RHC participated in the SheDecides day 
on 2nd March 2019, which aims to create a 
world where every girl and woman can de-
cide what to do with her body, with her life, 
and with her future, Without Question. The 
meeting provided an opportunity for stake-
holders to sign onto the SheDecides move-
ment, raise awareness, share challenges, les-
sons learned and way forward among SRHR 
practitioners since signing of global gag rule.

	

lution; the legislative framework on SRHR in 
Kenya; and bill making processes at the na-
tional and county levels in Kenya. 

KMA members are urged to take up the free 
course that has so far been taken by over 100 
doctors.


